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It might feel like we’re in the midst of a famine of the Lord’s Supper—not because there is a 

shortage of bread in the world or a shortage of wine, and certainly not because there is a shortage 

of God’s Word. We’re in the midst of a famine because the People of God cannot gather at the 

same table to share in this Passover Sacrament as Christ instituted it. Our own denomination’s 

Commission on Theology and Church Relations has recommended that we “don’t get too 

creative” with the ways we celebrate the Lord’s Supper during this time. In other words, we will 

wait to partake of the Eucharist as a congregation until we can resume our public gatherings. In 1 

Corinthians 11:33, Paul urges that believers “wait for one another” before they share in the 

Lord’s Supper. That situation was certainly different from our own, but you can read that chapter 

to see the full context.  

 

It is good that we hunger and thirst for this Sacrament. It makes us realize how we’ve taken 

God’s gift for granted when we once had it in abundance. I pray that we all appreciate it even 

more when we return. Just because we don’t have the Lord’s Supper does not mean that we don’t 

have Jesus. Just because we don’t have the Lord’s Supper does not mean that we don’t have 

forgiveness. The Lord’s Supper is one of the means of grace that we don’t currently have access 

to. But there are other means of grace that you do currently have access to, namely Scripture and 

your baptismal identity. I encourage you to use this time to increase your awareness of your 

participation in the divine life through these means of grace. Here are two suggestions: 

 

1) One way you can do this is to remember God’s revelation in Scripture. In other words, 

increase the time you spend in reading or hearing the Scriptures. Increase your time in 

the Word as you can. If you’re spending less time on the road, use that time in God’s 

Word. 

 

2) Another way you can do this is to remember your baptismal identity. In other words, 

you can give thanks to God that you have been baptized into Christ each time you wash 

your hands—as you wash the germs away, remember how the crucifixion of Jesus 

washed the power of sin away.  
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Dear People of Advent, 

 

Does it feel like you’ve been excommunicated? I hope not. 
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We don’t know when we’ll be able to resume our public gatherings and resume our participation 

in the body and blood of Christ through the Sacrament of the Altar, but we do know that our sins 

are forgiven in Christ. We do know that the Father is providing for all our needs of body and 

soul. We do know that the Spirit is comforting us and using this time of trial to sanctify us.  We 

eagerly look forward to that day when we will once again be able to join together to partake of 

the fruits of our Lord’s cross—to participate in that foretaste of the feast to come once more. 

Until then pray, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus!” 

 

Striving to encourage you in your faith in whatever ways I can, 

 

Pastor Aaron J. Bueltmann 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY at 11:00 AM 

Meeting ID: 874 6218 1427 

click this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87462181427 

Or call (646) 558-8656 and use Meeting ID: 874 6218 1427 # # 

 

SUNDAY PHONE SERVICE at 2:00 PM 

Call (646) 558-8656 and use Meeting ID: 186 072 282 # # 

(links to YouTube videos distributed each morning via email) 

 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM 

click this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86430905370 

Or call (646) 558-8656 and use Meeting ID: 864-3090-5370 # # 
 

“Pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored.” 

2 Thessalonians  3:1 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87462181427
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1tpsljFI99rFjGHv0pX92Q
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86430905370
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND 

2230 Rock Springs Road, Forest Hill, Maryland 

410-838-5967 

 

www.adventluthch.org   (Church) 

www.adventchildcare.com  (Child Development Center) 

 

Sunday Worship Service – 9:30 AM         Sunday School – 11 AM 

Wednesday Bible Study – 10 AM 

 

The Reverend Aaron J. Bueltmann 

The Reverend Paul V. Bickel, Pastor Emeritus 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Jerry Backof, Harry Belsinger, Richard Randall, Stacey Roush 

 

ELDERS 

Richard Broomfield, Dennis Card, Jerry Miller, Tom Tittel 

 

EDUCATION – ADVENT CHRISTIAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Jerry Backof, Rick Broomfield, Celeste Card, Lois Schreiber,  

Wayne Shuckle, Laura Sipes, Pam Weimer 

 

FINANCE 

Harry Belsinger, Terry Cooper, Wilma Muir, Susan Rymarz, Lois Schammel, Julie Tittel 

 

MUSIC 

Organists, Pianists 

Richard Broomfield, Celeste Card, Rachel Card, Wilma Muir 

 

ACE (Advent Contemporary Ensemble) 

Clarence Broomfield, Richard Broomfield, Jeff McGranor, Tom and Julie Tittel, Mike Whitacre 

 

OUTREACH 

Nancy Belsinger, Martha Cooper, Carol Kidd, Carol Kreyling, Verna Liescheidt,  

Jane Miller, Stacey Roush, Susan Rymarz, Laura Sipes, Pam Weimer 

 

PROPERTY 

Richard Broomfield, Jim Liescheidt, Jeff McGranor, Bob Wilke 

 

http://www.adventluthch.org/
http://www.adventchildcare.com/
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SERVICE DATE TEXT 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 

 

3 May 2020 

 

Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10 

 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 

 

10 May 2020 

 

Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60; Psalm 146; 1 Peter 2:2-10;  

John 14:1-14 

 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 

 

 

17 May 2020 

 

Acts 17:16-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22;  

John 14:15-21 

 

THE ASCENSION OF 

OUR LORD 

 

 

21 May 2020 

 

 

Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Eph. 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 

 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER  

 

24 May  2020 

 

Acts 1:12-26; Psalm 68:1-10; 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:5-11; 

John 17:1-11 

 

 

THE DAY OF 

PENTECOST 

 

 

31 May 2020 

 

Num. 11:24-30; Psalm 25:1-15; Acts 2:1-21; 

John 7:37-39 

May 2020 
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THE SHEPHERD KNOWS HIS SHEEP AND THEY KNOW HIM 

 
  In all of Scripture this must surely be one of the most reassuring statements made by our 

Lord to His people.  Oh, the wonder and joy of being known by God!  The strength and consolation 

of being in the care of Christ who fully and completely understands us! 

  Such awareness and such knowing stills our spirits, soothes our souls, and fills us with 

quiet awe.  ‘O God, You do know me through and through.’ 

  The ultimate measure of a good shepherd is how well he knows his sheep.  Just as we 

might say that the measure of a good artist or a good gardener or a good mechanic is the extent to 

which he ‘knows’ the materials with which he works. 

  This ‘knowing’ implies much more than just mere acquaintance or contact with sheep.  It 

means the shepherd is so familiar with his sheep, has handled them so much, that he knows their 

every trait, habit, and characteristic.  He can predict their behavior under any given set of 

circumstances.  He understands all their peculiarities.  He is never surprised or taken aback by their 

unusual idiosyncrasies.  He is at ease with them, comfortable in their company, delighting in their 

management. 

  The full impact of this unique relationship between livestock and their owners came home 

to me with enormous impact during the years my family and I lived among the Masai people of East 

Africa.  These nomadic livestock owners believed implicitly that to them, and only them, had God 

given the original responsibility for husbanding livestock. 
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  The Masai were tremendously proud of their supposed management skills with sheep and 

cattle.  They entertained a haughty superiority toward anyone else who tended stock.  And much of 

their claim to fame in this field was based on their knowing individual animals intimately. 

  In part their pride was justified.  The animals under their care were their very life.  They 

gave themselves to them with unstinted devotion.  No demand was too tough nor any risk too 

hazardous to insure their well-being.  They would go to any length, day or night, to protect them 

and care of for them. 

  But over and beyond all this lay the incredible intimacy and personal awareness each 

owner had for his own charges.  Many of the lambs, kids, and calves had been hand-reared within 

the affection of the family circle.  They were fondled, hugged, caressed, and called by cute pet 

names.  Bonds of enduring affection were forged from birth that the ensuring years could never 

breaks. 

  Again and again I would watch, awe-struck, as one of Masai would go up to one of his 

favorite beasts in the field and spend time caressing it.  He would speak to it in endearing terms.  He 

would examine and scrutinize it carefully, checking to see that all was well.  This was not 

something done only on rare occasions.  It was a normal part of the appealing relationship between 

shepherd and sheep. 

 Some of the fondest memories that came 

back to me from those years on Africa’s 

sundrenched plains are wrapped up in small boys 

shepherding sheep.  I can still see them holding 

lambs gently in their arms.  I can see them calling 

to their pets who came running at the sound of 

their voices.  I can see the obvious pleasure and 

delight with which the sheep reveled in this 

attention.  They sensed and knew all was well 

when they were in their owner’s embrace.  Here 

was safety and assurance.  They were known. 

  When we turn our attention to our 

own lives in the care of the Good Shepherd we 

discover some powerful parallels.  If we can 

grasp them they may well revolutionize our 
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whole relationship to God. 

  It is essential for us to face the fact that God has known us from our earliest beginnings.  

By that I do not mean just collectively as a race of people upon the planet, but in a much more 

private and personal way as an individual human being from the hour of my conception in my 

mother’s womb. 

  Such knowledge alone startles some of us. 

  In fact some find it alarming. 

  Amid a society where, especially in large urban centres, it is possible to live almost 

anonymously, this is shattering.  

  We in the western world have become extremely skilled at living behind a 

false façade.  We wear masks.  Seldom do we disclose our true identity.  We try to 

present a brave front to the world, even though within we may be shattered, broken 

people.  We proceed on the assumption that most people really don’t know us and 

don’t care.  We often run a bluff on others, based on the premise that they will not or 

cannot be bothered to really find us out. 

 

  The net result is that for many, life becomes a sham.  It is almost 

playacting.  It is played by people playing little games with each other.  Much of it is 

really make-believe.  It lacks depth, or sincerity.  People become phonies, they are 

riddled with skepticism and cynicism.  They really don’t know where they are at.   

 

  Against this background of confused and bewildered life God steps onto the stage and 

states dramatically, surely, and without apology, ‘I know you!  I understand you!  I have known all 

about you all the time!’ 

 

“The Shepherd Trilogy” – Phillip Keller 
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PURPOSE OF SHAVUOT 

 

Shavuot concludes the counting of the Omer, a seven-

week period that falls after Passover. It’s known as the 

Feast of Weeks because it takes place after this seven-

week interim. In current practice, the readings and 

practices of Shavuot largely pertain to the giving of the 

Law rather than the offering of firstfruits (see below). 

Among less Orthodox Jews, Pentecost doesn’t yield as 

much attention as some of the other Jewish holidays. 

Although the Bible names the Feast of Pentecost as one 

of the Shalosh Regalim (“solemn feasts”), it may seem 

to some like the poor stepchild of all the Jewish 

holidays. It is one of the “top three” Jewish holidays (as 

indicated by the fact that it required a special trip to 

Jerusalem), yet it remains the least understood and the 

least celebrated of them all. “Three times a year all your 

males shall appear before the Lord your God at the place 

that he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Booths” 

(Deuteronomy 16:16-17). 

 

Origin of Shavuot 

Shavuot was a way for our people to offer their best to the Lord. In Exodus, God commands His people: 

“The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the Lord your God” (Exodus 

23:19a; 34:26). Further instructions regarding this offering of firstfruits (grain) are outlined in Scripture 

in Deuteronomy 26:1–4: 

And it shall be, when you come into the land which the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance, 

and you possess it and dwell in it, that you shall take some of the first of all the produce of the ground, 

which you shall bring from your land that the Lord your God is giving you, and put it in a basket and go 

to the place where the Lord your God chooses to make His name abide. And you shall go to the one who 

is priest in those days, and say to him, ‘I declare today to the Lord your God that I have come to the 

country which the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.’ Then the priest shall take the basket out of your 

hand and set it down before the altar of the Lord your God. 

Following the presentation of the firstfruits or “wave loaves,” Jews would recite a prayer of supplication, 

describing the bondage of their ancestors in Egypt, their deliverance and their dependence on God, who 

brought them to “a land flowing with milk and honey” (Deuteronomy 26:9). Jews were also required to 

give of their harvest to any poor dependents on Shavuot (“the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the 

widow”), so that the holiday served as an occasion for mercy and social equality. 

 

When is Shavuot? 

Even in early times, a diversity of opinions existed about the date of Shavuot. There were two major 

schools of thought on the interpretation of the Leviticus 23 text. The Sadducees interpreted “Sabbath” in 

verse 15 to mean the literal seventh day of the week, so that the barley sheaf was to be offered on the first 

Sunday of Passover or the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Then Shavuot would always fall on the seventh 

Sunday after Passover. The Pharisees, however, interpreted “Sabbath” not literally as Saturday, but 

figuratively, as the day of rest to be observed on the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. That 

would be the fifteenth of the Jewish month Nisan, regardless of what day of the week it was. Based on 
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this interpretation, the barley offering would be made on the sixteenth of Nisan, and Shavuot would come 

seven weeks later, on the sixth day of the month Sivan, on whatever day of the week it might fall. As long 

as the Temple stood and the Sadducees were in charge, their view prevailed. Today, however, the date 

of Shavuot is based on the generally accepted interpretation of the Pharisees. 

 

How is Shavuot Observed? 

In Jewish tradition, Shavuot came to commemorate the giving of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai, and 

the focus on the Feast of Firstfruits diminished. Later customs were not merely efforts to add a historical 

connection; they were attempts to replace something that had been lost. For example, the beautiful 

passage in Deuteronomy that describes the Pentecost worship experience—in which the firstfruits offering 

was so central—could no longer be enacted. Focus on the Torah became preeminent in the absence of the 

agrarian society, the Temple and accompanying rituals. 

So although there is no clear biblical basis for the association of Shavuot with the giving of the Torah, 

there are still good reasons to celebrate the Torah on Shavuot. (Interestingly, in some Christian traditions 

the two have been long connected.) 

One scholar has written that it is “customary to start the evening services of the first night later than usual. 

This is to satisfy the implication of Leviticus 23:15, i.e., we count seven complete weeks; therefore we 

wait to make sure that the forty-ninth day has been completed.” In other words, the later-than-usual 

service is a precautionary measure to make sure that all seven weeks of Omer have been counted out in 

full and haven’t been shorted. 

As Shavuot has come to represent the sanctity of the Torah, many Jews spend the first night of Shavuot in 

study of the Scriptures. “It was an ancient custom for Jews to remain awake for the entire first night of 

Shavu’ot to study Torah. The Zohar ascribes this custom to particularly pious Jews (Emos 98a).” 

 

Special Shavuot Synagogue Readings 

First day: 
 Torah portion: Exodus 19:1–20:23 

 Maftir: Numbers 28:26–31 

 Haftarah portion: Ezekiel 1:1–28, 3:12 

Second day: 

 Torah portion: Deuteronomy 15:19–16:17 

 (If on Shabbat,Deuteronomy 14:22–16:17) 

 Maftir: Numbers 28:26–31 

 Haftarah portion: Habakkuk 2:20–3:19 

The book of Ruth is often recited in full during Shavuot, as is the prayer of supplication 

from Deuteronomy 26 (“A wandering Aramean was my father . . .”). Some congregations recite 

the Yizkor memorial prayer in honor of departed parents, as Shavuot hearkens back to our ancestors. 

Psalm 67 is traditionally recited on Shavuot because it is composed of forty-nine words. 

Ashkenazi Jews often recite the Akdamut, a poem written in Aramaic by Rabbi Meir ben Isaac Nehorai of 

Worms, Germany. The poem of praise, written in Aramaic in the form of an acrostic, opens: “Were all the 

skies parchment and all the reeds pens, all the seas inks and everyone a scribe, God’s grandeur still could 

not be near spelled out.” 

 

Traditional Shavuot Customs and Folklore 

Milk and honey have long been associated with Shavuot, probably because of God’s promise that the 

Israelites would make their home in a land flowing with milk and honey. Other explanations have been 

offered to explain this custom. One claims that meat is associated with barbarism and therefore to be 

shunned during Shavuot, which is associated with the holiness of the Torah. Another cites a line from the 

Song of Songs, as representing the sweetness of God’s Word: “Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek%201.1%E2%80%9328
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezekiel%203.12
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honeycomb: honey and milk are under thy tongue” (Song of Songs 4:11). Whatever the reason, many 

Jews celebrate the first day of Shavuot by preparing beloved dairy- and honey-based foods like blintzes 

and kugel. It’s a happy occasion for everybody (except the lactose intolerant!). 

Shavuot is also a day when children are introduced to the study of Torah, and when small children learn 

the aleph bet; often they are given honey and sweets so that God’s Word tastes even sweeter! 

First Shavuot Tradition: 

Shavuot was not the only holiday of firstfruits. It eventually became known as the anniversary of the 

giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai. There was a popular legend that before God gave the Torah to Israel, he 

first offered it to the other nations of the world in their own languages. For various reasons, they all 

declined to receive the Torah, except for Israel who eagerly received it. 

The story recounted in Acts 2 tells how the disciples of Jesus were gathered in Jerusalem when a sound 

like wind came through their house, while something looking like tongues of fire appeared over them. As 

the disciples began to speak: 

Now there were dwelling [that is, staying there for the holiday–Pentecost] in Jerusalem Jews, devout men 

from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 

bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they were amazed and 

astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us 

in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 

and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our 

own tongues the mighty works of God.” 

And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” (Acts 2:5-12) 

If the legend about the giving of the Torah was known in the first century, it must have made many people 

think the legend was coming to life. After all, the wind-like sound and the tongues of fire were 

reminiscent of the thunder and lightning that accompanied the giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai. Some may 

have thought, could God be speaking in a similar way once again—especially on the anniversary of the 

proclamation of the Torah to Israel? 

 

Second Shavuot Tradition: 

King David was born and also died on Shavuot. Peter, one of the apostles of Jesus, quotes from Psalm 

16 saying: 

“Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to 

this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of 

his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke [in Psalm 16] of the resurrection of the 

Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to 

life, and we are all witnesses of the fact (Acts 2:29-32). 

If this tradition was in place in the first century, Peter was taking what was on the minds of many people 

to make his point about the Messiah. This is always the thrust of the New Testament: Jesus is intimately 

connected with the hopes, dreams and traditions of the Jewish people. 

During this festival when the people thanked God for giving them grain and for giving them His law, the 

Lord gave the Spirit of life (Acts 2:1-4). Jesus rose from the dead the first day after the Sabbath during 

Passover (Matthew 28:1-10). The firstfruits offered to God in ancient times anticipated the fuller harvest 

to come. The resurrection of Jesus anticipates the bodily resurrection of His people first promised under 

the old covenant (Job 19:25-27) and in the new covenant: “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has 

become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep . . . For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all 

shall be made alive” (I Corinthians 15:20-23). Christ is the firstfruits of those who will be raised from the 

dead and His resurrection fulfilled the Feast of Firstfruits. 
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The Importance of Shavuot for Christians 

For believers in Yeshua, Shavuot becomes an archetype of what happened seven weeks after the 

crucifixion and resurrection of Yeshua. Because of the great power displayed in the upper room at 

Pentecost, some regard this day as celebrating the advent of the Holy Spirit. Yet that was not quite the 

case. We read in John 20:22 that the risen Christ breathed on each of the disciples and filled them with the 

Holy Spirit weeks before Pentecost! 

The event of Pentecost was the “birthday” of the Church—the welding together of Spirit-filled disciples 

into one organism—the living body of Christ. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit moved upon each of the 

disciples to bring about the united story of the Church. Just as the giving of the Law at Sinai formed the 

constitution of the spiritual commonwealth of Israel, so the visible manifestation of the Holy Spirit upon 

the disciples signaled the constitution of the spiritual community of faith in Christ. In the first case, Israel 

was brought together by the law (rules of constitution), in the latter, believers in Christ were bonded 

together not by rules, but by the Holy Spirit within them. 

 

God’s Plan From Passover to Pentecost 

The entire spring religious season of Israel, from Passover to Pentecost, speaks of God’s plan to harvest a 

holy people for Himself. First, Yeshua died as the perfect, sinless sacrifice. Then, He arose and became 

the firstfruits from the dead as described by the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:20. Seven weeks after the 

resurrection, the dynamic manifestation of the Holy Spirit among the early Jewish believers became the 

catalyst for many to put their faith in God’s Messiah. The Jewish pilgrims at Jerusalem who heard and 

received the good news of salvation joyfully brought it back to their native lands. There, it was received 

by Gentiles as well as by other Jews, and the Church became established abroad. 

Thus, the inclusion of the Gentiles completed the symbolism of the wave offering, where the High Priest 

offered two loaves of fine wheat flour baked with leaven. Centuries before it came to pass, the two loaves 

of the wave offering symbolized the Body of Messiah made up of both Jewish and Gentile believers. 

Though the loaves were made of fine wheat flour, they contained leaven, a symbol of sin. That speaks of 

the fact that the Church, though refined (cleansed by the blood of Yeshua’s sacrifice), still retains the 

human sin nature until that day when She will be presented as the Bride of Christ, without spot or wrinkle. 

https://jewsforjesus.org/jewish-resources/jewish-holidays/shavuot/ 

 

 

RAIN 

 

One rainy afternoon I was driving along one of the main streets of town, taking those extra 

precautions necessary when the roads are wet and slick.  Suddenly, my daughter, Aspen, spoke up from 

her relaxed position in her seat.  “Dad, I’m thinking of something.” 

 This announcement usually meant she had been pondering some fact for a while, and was now ready 

to expound all that her six-year-old mind had discovered.  I was eager to hear. 

 “What are you thinking? “ I asked. 

 “The rain!;” she began, “is like sin, and the windshield wipers are like God wiping our sins away.” 

 After the chill bumps raced up my arms I was able to respond.  “That’s really good, Aspen.” 

 Then my curiosity broke in.  How far would this little girl take this revelation?  So I asked . . . “Do 

you notice how the rains keeps on coming?  What does that tell you?| 

 Aspen didn’t hesitate one moment with her answer:  “We keep on sinning, and God just keeps on 

forgiving us.”  I will always remember this whenever I turn my wipers on. 

In order to see the rainbow, you must first endure some rain. 

 

Unknown Author 

https://jewsforjesus.org/jewish-resources/jewish-holidays/shavuot/
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Rock Me to Sleep 
 

B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  A K E R S  A L L E N  
 

 

Backward, turn backward, O Time, in your flight, 

Make me a child again just for tonight! 

Mother, come back from the echoless shore, 

Take me again to your heart as of yore; 

Kiss from my forehead the furrows of care, 

Smooth the few silver threads out of my hair; 

Over my slumbers your loving watch keep;—       

Rock me to sleep, mother, – rock me to sleep! 

 

Backward, flow backward, O tide of the years! 

I am so weary of toil and of tears,—       

Toil without recompense, tears all in vain,—    

Take them, and give me my childhood again! 

I have grown weary of dust and decay,—    

Weary of flinging my soul-wealth away; 

Weary of sowing for others to reap;—    

Rock me to sleep, mother – rock me to sleep! 

 

Tired of the hollow, the base, the untrue, 

Mother, O mother, my heart calls for you! 

Many a summer the grass has grown green, 

Blossomed and faded, our faces between: 

Yet, with strong yearning and passionate pain, 

Long I tonight for your presence again. 

Come from the silence so long and so deep;—    

Rock me to sleep, mother, – rock me to sleep! 

 

Over my heart, in the days that are flown,  
No love like mother-love ever has shone;  

No other worship abides and endures,—       

Faithful, unselfish, and patient like yours: 

None like a mother can charm away pain 

From the sick soul and the world-weary brain. 

Slumber’s soft calms o’er my heavy lids creep;—       

Rock me to sleep, mother, – rock me to sleep! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/elizabeth-akers-allen
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Come, let your brown hair, just lighted with gold, 

Fall on your shoulders again as of old; 

Let it drop over my forehead tonight, 

Shading my faint eyes away from the light; 

For with its sunny-edged shadows once more 

Haply will throng the sweet visions of yore; 

Lovingly, softly, its bright billows sweep;—    

Rock me to sleep, mother, – rock me to sleep! 

 

Mother, dear mother, the years have been long 

Since I last listened your lullaby song: 

Sing, then, and unto my soul it shall seem 

Womanhood’s years have been only a dream. 

Clasped to your heart in a loving embrace, 

With your light lashes just sweeping my face, 

Never hereafter to wake or to weep;—       

Rock me to sleep, mother, – rock me to sleep! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
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5 Things You Might Not Know 

About Handel’s Messiah 

 
Ricky O’Bannon 

robannon@bsomusic.org 

 

In the orchestra world, George Frideric 

Handel’s Messiah is every bit an annual Christmas 

tradition as eggnog and overworked shopping mall Santas. 

In the 2014-2015 season alone, 13 out of the 22 largest 

American orchestras will perform the piece 38 times. 

The Messiah oratorio premiered in 1742 when the 

German-born Handel was the preeminent composer in his 

adopted home of the United Kingdom. Handel’s name 

drew such a crowd that audience members were advised to 

leave their hoop skirts and swords at home for fear of 

overcrowding at the Messiah’s Dublin premiere. 

But as much of a tradition as Handel’s work has become, many 

modern audiences might not know just how it came to be and 

how it came to dominate the Yule time orchestra calendar. 

 

1. A lot of people thought it was blasphemous 
Given the oratorio’s sacred subject matter and Handel’s note on his original manuscript that read “To 

God alone the glory,” it’s hard to imagine that any audience could have interpreted the music as 

anything less than devout. 

However, opera and classical composers were often the subject of moral outrage in the 1700s. During a 

1727 performance of a Handel opera, two leading sopranos came to blows onstage while the audience 

rooted them on. The incident led satirist John Arbuthnot to write a pamphlet on the absurdity of 

London’s opera world that included the line, “Shame that two such well-bred ladies should call [each 

other] b---- and wh---, should scold and fight.” 

Handel’s opera Esther also caused outrage from the Bishop of London when it was performed by 

cathedral singers in 1732. When Handel moved from opera into oratorio dealing with religious subject 

matter, many critics objected to the idea of mixing the sacred and secular worlds where the same 

theater might host religious subject matter one day and suggestive comedy the next. 

Handel hoped advertising the piece as “A Sacred Oratorio” instead of “Messiah” would help defuse 

some of the controversy, and his decision to premiere the work in Dublin instead of London was in 

part to try the work away from Anglican bishops. But even in Ireland, Jonathan Swift of Gulliver’s 

Travels fame threatened to publicly forbid singers from St. Patrick’s Cathedral from participating. 

 

2. It is not a Christmas piece 
Librettist Charles Jennens, who was a close friend and collaborator with Handel, used the biblical 

stories of Jesus for the Messiah’s text. Jennens described his work as “a meditation of our Lord as 

Messiah in Christian thought and belief.” 

But only the first third of the work was about the birth of Jesus. The second act covers the death of 

Jesus and the third focused on his resurrection. As such, the piece was originally conceived as a work 

for Easter and was premiered in the spring during the Lent season. 

George Frideric Handel 

mailto:robannon@bsomusic.org
https://www.bsomusic.org/calendar/events/2014-2015-events/handels-messiah.aspx
https://www.bsomusic.org/calendar/events/2014-2015-events/handels-messiah.aspx
https://www.bsomusic.org/stories/by-the-numbers-top-repertoire-of-the-orchestra-season.aspx
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/the-glorious-history-of-handels-messiah-148168540/?no-ist=&page=2
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/the-glorious-history-of-handels-messiah-148168540/?no-ist=&page=2
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By the 19th century, Messiah became a regular December staple particularly in the United States. 

Laurence Cummings, conductor of the London Handel Orchestra, told Smithsonian Magazine that the 

Christmas performance custom may have partly come out of necessity. 

"There is so much fine Easter music — Bach's St. Matthew Passion, most especially — and so little 

great sacral music written for Christmas," he said. 

 

3. It was written incredibly fast 
Handel wrote the original version of Messiah in three to four weeks. Most historic accounts estimate 

the composer spent only 24 days writing the oratorio. 

What makes this even more astounding is the sheer scale of the 259-page score. Richard Luckett, 

author of Handel’s Messiah: A Celebration, writes that there are some uncorrected errors or blotted out 

notes but remarkably few mistakes given the speed of Handel’s writing. 

NPR music commentator Miles Hoffman estimates there are roughly a quarter of a million notes 

in Messiah. At a little more than three weeks of 10-hour days, Hoffman said that means Handel would 

have had to keep a continuous pace writing 15 notes a minute. 

 

4. There is no definitive version 
Leonard Bernstein once raised eyebrows by reordering sections of Messiah for a Carnegie Hall 

performance. Not many conductors would have the confidence to tinker with the original intentions of 

a composer like Handel, but in reality his original intentions are hard to guess. 

Handel rewrote parts of the oratorio to better meet the abilities of soloists and the available instruments 

with each of the original 13 performances. Historically, Messiah has continued to change with the 

ensembles that perform it. Mozart re-orchestrated Messiah in 1789 and gave it a more modern 

sound by Classical orchestra standards. He humbly wrote than any alterations he made should not be 

seen as an effort at improvement. 

 

5. King George II stood during the “Hallelujah” chorus… or maybe not 
An often repeated legend about Messiah tells the story of King George II who was so moved by 

the “Hallelujah” chorus during the London premiere of Messiah that he rose to his feet and then 

everyone in attendance followed suit as not to be sitting when the king stood. 

Thus we believe the regularly debated tradition of standing during the “Hallelujah” chorus came to be 

— also giving birth to countless passive-aggressive battles of concert decorum between the sitters and 

standers. 

However, according to various experts, there is no truth to this story. In fact there is no evidence King 

George II was even in attendance, and it is unlikely the newspaper writers that were in the audience 

would have overlooked mentioning a royal presence. The first reference to this story was a letter 

written 37 years after the fact. 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
BUILDING FUND 

GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF  

CAROL KIDD’S MOTHER BY CAROL KREYLING 

  

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/the-glorious-history-of-handels-messiah-148168540/?page=1
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=880893
http://www.nytimes.com/1996/08/27/arts/a-modernized-messiah-in-mozart-s-brazen-way.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1996/08/27/arts/a-modernized-messiah-in-mozart-s-brazen-way.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUZEtVbJT5c
http://www.boston.com/ae/music/articles/2009/12/19/taking_a_stand_for_messiah/
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In March, Advent earned $4.02 on goodsearch . Goodsearch and Goodshop for April are already 

up to $4.58. Those pennies start to add up. J Those credits are coming from 3-4 people. The more, 

the merrier! 

The site is www.goodshop.com/search and the following is what they say about it. Goodsearch is 

a search engine that donates a penny per search to your favorite cause! Its sister site, Goodshop, gets 

you the best deals at 1,000s of stores and donates to your cause when you shop.  

The deal is that people sign up on it and choose the cause they want their searches to earn money 

for. There is even a cashback option, but I have not really looked at that. It looks like it is just for 

the shopping part. When a search is done, in order for it to earn money for the chosen cause, people 

have to be signed into Goodsearch. If someone shops through Goodshop, certain stores will donate 

a percentage of the total to the cause. For example, both Walgreens and JCPenney donate up to 3% 

of the receipt to the chosen cause. 

 

.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 

Where did Jesus heal the blind man? 

 

Answer to April’s Question:  The City of David 
 

http://www.goodshop.com/search
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Fill the cup of your heart brimming full with gratitude, humbly ask for forgiveness and the chance to start fresh. 

The purpose of our life is to bring love and joy to others, 

God has trusted you with another chapter to fulfill this test. 

Happy blessed birthday to you! 

Happiness and pain and sorrow 

Were our portions through the years 

That we two have lived together; 

But love helped to dry all tears. 

And my heart gives me this message, 

Knowing all that I know now, 

If the clock could be turned backward, 

I’d still take that holy vow! 

Gertrude Buckingham 

“God will either give you what you ask for, or something far better.“ 
Robert Murray McCheyne 

Lois Schrieber  6 May 

Jack Miller   9 May 

Bob Muir   11 May 

Celeste Card   11 May 

Joan Lester   20 May 

Bette Marino   29 May 

CELEBRATIONS 
MAY 

Robert and Pam Sartori  18 May 

Julie and Tom Tittel   29 May 
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL, BEREAVED, 

OR IN OTHER NEED OF PRAYERS: 
 

Helen Bargiel (I. Matusz' aunt), Zack Belsinger (Belsinger g.son), Carla Brandenburg, Ed Card,  

Rita Carder, Diane Ciccotelli (fr. Belsinger), Ken Davenport (br. S. Backof),  

Rev. and Mrs. Richard Gudgel (Pastor's grandparents),   

Mary Ingley (fr. Randall), Jon Jastram (fr. C. Kreyling), Lissa Marino, Robert Mazer,  

Joe McKeever (fr. Rymarz), Dot Polley (fr. Saunders), Dan O'Donnel (FHNS husband),  

Emily Ransil (fr. Cards), John Rokos, Mary Lou Roselli (fr. of Irene Matusz),  

Heather Saunders and baby, Jeffrey Saunders, Sherrie Saunders, Audrina Smith (fr. Cards),  

Tom Tittel, Aaron Weimer, Rosina Wenrich (sister Marino) 

 

PRAY FOR ALL THE MISSIONARIES IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN ALL THE WORLD 

 

REMEMBER ALL THE MILITARY AND CIVIL SERVICE IN OUR COUNTRY  

AND IN THE COALITION WHO REMAIN OVERSEAS OR SERVE AWAY FROM HOME: 

 
Chaplain Mike Hendrick 
Pvt. Darrin M. Dingey 

Pvt. Kenneth Doster 

PFC Michael Cyr 

SPC George Wheeling 

Tech IV Craig Nesbitt 

Cpl. Brian Justice 

Sgt. Alex Dilks 

SSgt. April Lynn Brown 

Ssgt. Chris Nichols 

SSgt. Joseph Nichols 

SSgt. Kyle Silvernale 

Lt. J. G. Alex Palomino 

Capt. Matt Quinn 

 

“Did you know that while you were sleeping last night, 

Jesus was praying for you?  He lives to make 

intercession.  So when you and I get done with ourselves, 

and we focus our prayers on other people, we are doing 

exactly what Jesus is doing:  making intercession.” 

“Storm” – Jim Cymbala      

When you fall on your knees and ask God for help, don’t forget to fall back to your knees 

and say “Thank You” when he answers. 

PRAYERS NEEDED 
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Rita Carder 

1631Millersville Road 

Millersville, Maryland  21108 

410-923-2965 

 

Jim Griffiths 

Greenfield Senior Living at Bel Air 

1415 St. Francis Road 

Bel Air, MD.  21014 

 

Jim and Anne Mazer 

Apt. 2013 

3001 St. Clair Drive 

Abingdon, MD.  21009 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sherrie Saunders 

212 Bynum Ridge Road 

Forest Hill, MD.  21050 

410-838-9660 

 

Diane Wagner 

500 Plumtree 

Bel Air, MD.  21015 

 

 
 

A CAREGIVER 
 

I am the caregiver, the watcher, the guide 

I walk down the hall with you by my side 

a smile, a laugh, a hug or embrace 

I watch the worry fall away from your face 

I am the caregiver, the watcher, the guide 

I walk down the hall with you by my side 

I am your compass, your shinning north star 

I try to remind you of just who you are 

I am the caregiver, the watcher, the guide 

I walk down the hall with you by my side 

Pictures and letters, music of old 

keep your mind warm and away from the cold 

I am the caregiver, the watcher, the guide 

I walk down the hall with you by my side 

the routine of night shows no wear and tear 

the light of the morning so soon will be here. 

By Lee McCurley 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=anqOi/Zn&id=ED81F0FA8C220CFDA012691EF01C15096FDAE454&thid=OIP.anqOi_ZntC5ftynWgYL12AHaE8&mediaurl=http://www.homeaidehomecare.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/caregivers.jpg&exph=1024&expw=1536&q=photo+of+a+caregiver&simid=607992868383098403&selectedIndex=12
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SOMETHING TO 

TICKLE 

YOUR FUNNY 

BONE 
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