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Dear People of Advent,  

 

During the past few weeks of confirmation class, we’ve been going through the Ten 

Commandments.  

1)  You shall have no other gods. 

2)  You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God. 

3)  Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

4)  Honor your father and your mother. 

5)  You shall not murder. 

6)  You shall not commit adultery. 

7)  You shall not steal. 

8)  You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

9)  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

10)  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox 

or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

We’re used to the Law filling us with all kinds of bad feelings—guilt, dread, annoyance. 

That’s what theologians call the “second use” of the—it’s the Law used like a mirror to 

show us our sins. But what if I told you that God’s Law can bring us joy?  

 

Open your Bible to the very first psalm. It’s a beautifully hopeful psalm, isn’t it? Now look 

closely at the first two verses: 

 Blessed is the man 

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

and on his law he meditates day and night. 

 

Now of course, we know that this psalm is referring to Christ (as every single psalm does). 

It was Jesus, after all who said, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to 
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accomplish His work.” But the psalms are not only about Jesus, but in him, the Psalms are 

about us, too.  

 

How do we delight in God’s Law? 

 

We know that God’s Law shows us our sin, but it also shows us the good world that God 

designed us to live in.   For instance, because God says “don’t murder,” we know that God 

values life. We know that God doesn’t want us to live in constant fear of other people. 

Here’s another way that we could see each of the Ten Commandments:  

 

1) God loves us more that we could possibly imagine.  

2) God knows your name and wants you to know His Name. 

3) God wants us to enjoy life. 

4) God has put people into our lives who love us and want what is best for us. 

5) God values every life. 

6) God knows we’ll thrive in emotional stability.  

7) God wants us to have not only spiritual, but material blessings as well. 

8) God wants us to be able to trust each other.  

9) God wants us to be glad with the blessings he has given us. 

10)  God wants us to be glad for the blessings he has given to our neighbor.  

 

The Law brings us delight because in it, we see the beauty of the way God made us to live. 

Too often we use God’s Law to beat ourselves up with guilt and fear. That’s Satan’s 

finger-pointing and blame-passing. We should certainly feel remorse at our sin, but not 

wallow in our guilt and shame, because it is there in contrition and repentance that His 

gospel message finds us and sets us free to rejoice in the accomplished work of Jesus, who 

fulfilled every single bit of the Law for us. We can delight in the Law because we delight 

in Christ and in the Law we see everything that he has perfectly accomplished on our 

behalf. We can delight in the Ten Commandments, because there we see a list of sins that 

Jesus has saved us from. 

 

As you learn more about the unique person that God created you to be and see how your 

life fits in with God’s instructions, we are filled with delight to see God’s plan unfold in 

our life. When we realize how vile our sins really were, we delight in God’s grace to see 

the path of righteousness before us.  

 

Encouraging you to find your delight in the beauty of God’s Law and in Christ’s perfect 

righteousness that is given to us as a free gift, 

 

 
Pastor Aaron J. Bueltmann 
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND 

2230 Rock Springs Road, Forest Hill, Maryland 

410-838-5967 

 

www.adventluthch.org   (Church) 

www.adventchildcare.com  (Child Development Center) 

 

Sunday Worship Service – 9:30 AM         Sunday School – 11 AM 

Wednesday Bible Study – 10 AM 

 

The Reverend Aaron J. Bueltmann 

The Reverend Paul V. Bickel, Pastor Emeritus 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Jerry Backof, Harry Belsinger, Richard Randall, Stacey Roush 

 

ELDERS 

Richard Broomfield, Dennis Card, Jerry Miller, Tom Tittel 

 

EDUCATION – ADVENT CHRISTIAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Jerry Backof, Rick Broomfield,Celeste Card, Lois Schreiber,  

Wayne Shuckle, Laura Sipes, Pam Weimer 

 

FINANCE 

Harry Belsinger, Terry Cooper, Wilma Muir, Susan Rymarz, Lois Schammel, Julie Tittel 

 

MUSIC 

Organists, Pianists 

Richard Broomfield, Celeste Card, Rachel Card, Wilma Muir 

 

ACE (Advent Contemporary Ensemble) 

Clarence Broomfield, Richard Broomfield, Jeff McGranor, Tom and Julie Tittel, Mike Whitacre 

 

OUTREACH 

Nancy Belsinger, Martha Cooper, Carol Kidd, Carol Kreyling, Verna Liescheidt,  

Jane Miller, Stacey Roush, Susan Rymarz, Laura Sipes, Pam Weimer 

 

PROPERTY 

Richard Broomfield, Jim Liescheidt, Jeff McGranor, Bob Wilke 

 

http://www.adventluthch.org/
http://www.adventchildcare.com/
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NOVEMBER 2019 READINGS 

 

 

  

SERVICE DATE TEXT 

 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

 

3 November 2019 

 

Rev. 7 (2-8) 9-17; Psalm 149; 1 John 3:1-3; Matt. 5:1-12 

 

 

TWENTY-SECOND 

SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST 

 

10 November 2019 

 

Ex. 3:1-15; Psalm 148; 2 Thess. 2:1-8, 13-17; 

 Luke 20:27-40 

 

 

TWENTY-THIRD  

SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST 

 

 

17 November 2019 

 

Mal. 4:1-6; Psalm 98; 2 Thess.3: (1-5) 6-13; 

 Luke 21:5-28 (29-36)  

 

LAST SUNDAY OF THE 

YEAR 

 

24 November 2019 

 

Mal.3:13-18; Psalm 46; Col. 1:13-20; Luke 23:27-43 

 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY 

 

 

28 November 2019 

 

Deut. 8:1-10, Psalm 67; Phil 4:6-20 or 1 Tim 2:1-4; 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

 

THE GREAT COMMISSION 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the Name of the Father,  

and the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I commanded you.   

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the ages.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 

 

ACTS OF ADVENT 
 

ATTRACT, CONNECT, TRAIN, SERVE 

 

 Attract others to investigate the possibility of a personal relationship with Jesus. 

 

 Connect with those investigating a relationship with Jesus to the love of Jesus through worship, 

fellowship with Christians, service to others, and any other creative ways the Holy Spirit leads us. 

 

 Train each other through God’s holy word and other Spiritual resources to be ready to carry out 

“ACTS” of Advent. 

 

 Serve others in any way possible with the intent of sharing the love of Jesus and attracting them to 

investigate a relationship with Jesus. 
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VOTERS’ MEETING MINUTES 

 

September 22, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

The September Voters’ meeting of Advent Lutheran Church was opened at 10:43 am with a prayer 

by Pastor Bueltmann.   

 

Registration of voting members was taken (31) and determination of quorum was made. 

 

Rick Broomfield motioned, and Susan Rymarz seconded to accept the June minutes as written, all 

approved. 

 

BOARD REPORTS  

 

ELDERS – Schedules are being finalized, membership roll is being updated, considerations are being 

made for creating an updated church directory/congregational picture book. 

 

EDUCATION – Wayne Schuckle was unavailable, Jerry Backof provided information from the prior 

council meeting where Wayne discussed FHNP opening an infant/toddler class in their old building 

and the need for our CDC to market ourselves emphasizing the Christian Child Care factor.  Jerry 

would like us to increase our Google reviews to boost our search standings and to increase the use 

of the work “Christian” on our websites.  Harry Belsinger motioned, Jeff McGranor seconded, to 

change the CDC name to Advent Christian Child Development Center, discussion ensued, vote 

taken, and motion was accepted. 

 

PROPERTY – Thanks to everyone who has volunteered on outside upkeep, reminder leaf removal is 

coming.  Jim is posting a list of inside projects, items that need to be addressed, so anyone who has 

time can come over and accomplish without having to ask what needs to be done.  We are 

investigating adding electric to the pavilion, during this process some con-artists have attempted to 

change our energy provider, this matter is being addressed by Harry and Jerry. 

 

OUTREACH – Christmas Mart setup will be on November 21, the mart will run November 22-23, 

preparations are underway for this and for a “Giving Tree”, there will be lots of opportunities for 

assistance in the coming weeks.  Please continue bringing in donations for the homeless and 

Welcome One center, notices will be added to the bulletin. 

 

FINANCE – Financials were reviewed, CDC financials will be placed in everyone’s mailboxes once 

they are finalized.  There was discussion regarding Pastor providing services to our tenants, as part 

of his calling, he is obligated to provide to anyone who is receptive, and this is part of our outreach. 
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PASTOR – Working on getting a video devotional on the webpage, looking into other events and 

changes to the CDC Christmas program.  Parents are invited to sit with their children for chapel, if 

they are available. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Some changes have been made to the order of our service, moving the 

announcements to the end of the service, others are coming, as well as potential changes to the 

bulletin.  Any suggestions regarding the bulletin should be given to Pastor or Jerry. 

 

Jim Liescheidt made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was seconded by Karlyn Hughes.  

All agreed, and the meeting adjourned following the Lord’s Prayer at 11:47 am. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Stacey Roush 

Recording Secretary 
 

  

 

In 1521, just four years after the posting of his 95 Thesis, Martin Luther wrote this to 

some of his fellow Augustinian monks: 
 

"Oh, with how great an effort and exertion, also with proof from Holy Scripture, did I 

barely succeed in justifying before my own conscience that I, a lone man, dared rise 

against the pope, consider him the Antichrist, the bishops his apostles, the schools of 

higher learning his houses of ill fame! How often my heart struggled, rebuked me, 

and threw up to me their one and strongest argument: You alone are wise? Can it be 

that all the others are erring and have been erring for so long a time? What if you are 

erring and leading into error so many people, all of whom will be eternally damned? 

Such questions continued until Christ strengthened and settled me by His own certain 

Word so that my heart no longer struggles but confronts these arguments of the 

papists as a rock-bound shore the waves and laughs at their threatening and 

storming." 

Martin Luther's 

Dilemma 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjgm5605KPlAhX8FzQIHY98DkoQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther&psig=AOvVaw3NYFtX8VEdAj9GcR_AGhcA&ust=1571418547447280
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HE Leadeth Me 

in the Paths of 

Righteousness 

for His Name’s 

Sake 

 

 
 

 

 Sheep are notorious creatures of habit.  If left to themselves they will follow the same 

trails until they become ruts; graze the same hills until they turn to desert wastes; pollute their 

own ground until it is corrupt with disease and parasites.  Many of the world’s finest sheep 

ranges have been ruined beyond repair by over-grazing, poor management and indifferent or 

ignorant sheep owners. 

 One need only travel through areas like Spain, Greece, Mesopotamia, North Africa and 

even parts of the western United States and New Zealand or Australia to see the havoc wrought 

by sheep on the land.  Some areas in these countries which were formerly productive grasslands 

have gradually been reduced to ravaged wastelands.  Too many sheep over too many years under 

poor management have brought nothing but poverty and disaster in their wake.   

 A commonly held, but serious misconception, about sheep is that they can just ‘get along 

anywhere’.  The truth is quiet the reverse.  No other class of livestock requires more careful 

handling, more detailed direction, than do sheep.  No doubt David, as a shepherd himself, had 

learned this firsthand from touch experience.  He knew beyond dispute that if the flock was to 

flourish and the owner’s reputation was to be held in high esteem as a good manager, the sheep 

had to be constantly under his meticulous control and guidance. 

 The first sheep farm I purchased as a young man was a piece of derelict land that had 

been “sheeped to death’.  An absentee owner had rented the place to a tenant.  The latter simply 

loaded the ranch with sheep, then left them pretty much to their own ways. The result was utter 

desolation.  Fields became so overgrazed and impoverished they would grow little but poverty 

grass.  Little sheep trails had deteriorated into great gullies.  Erosion on the slopes was rampant 

and the whole place was ravaged almost beyond repair. 

 The consequence of such indifference is that the sheep gnaw the grass to the very ground 

until even the roots are damaged.  I have seen placed in Africa where grass roots were pawed out 
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of the soil, leaving utter barrenness behind.  Such abuse means loss of fertility and the exposure 

of the land to all the ravages of the erosion. 

 Because of the behaviour of sheep and their preference for certain favoured spots, these 

well-worn areas become quickly infested with parasites of all kinds.  In a short time a whole 

flock can thus become infected with worms, nematodes and scab.  The final upshot is that both 

land and owner are ruined while the sheep become thin wasted and sickly. 

 The intelligent shepherd is aware of all this.  Not only just for the welfare of his sheep 

and the health of his land, but also for his own sake and reputation as a rancher, he must take the 

necessary precautions to safeguard against these adverse animal traits.  Such habits, in 

themselves, comprise very serious hazards. 

 The greatest single safeguard which the shepherd has in handling his flock is to keep 

them on the move.  That is to say, they dare not be left on the same ground too long.  They must 

be shifted from pastured to pasture periodically.  This prevents over-grazing of the forage.  It 

also avoids the rutting of trails and erosion of land from over-use.  It forestalls the reinfestation 

of the sheep with internal parasites or disease, since the sheep move off the infested ground 

before these organisms complete their life cycle. 

 In a word – there must be a pre-determined plan of action, a deliberate, planned rotation 

from one grazing ground to another in line with right and proper principles of sound 

management.  This is precisely the sort of action and the idea David had in mind when he spoke 

of being led in paths of righteousness. 

 In this following of a precise plan of operation lies the secret for healthy flocks and 

healthy land.  Here is the key to successful sheep husbandry.  The owner’s entire name and 

reputation depend on how effectively and efficiently keeps his charges moving onto wholesome, 

new, fresh forage. The one who directs his flock along this course is sure of success. 

 Casting my mind’s eye back over the years that I kept sheep, no other single aspect of the 

ranch operations commanded more of my careful attention than this moving of the sheep.  It 

literally dominated all my decisions.  Not a day went by but what I would walk over the pasture 

in which the sheep were feeding to observe the balance between its growth and the grazing 

pressure upon it.  As soon as the point was reached where I felt the maximum benefit for both 

sheep and land was not being met, the sheep were moved to a fresh field.  On the average this 

meant they were put onto new ground almost every week.  In very large measure the success I 

enjoyed in sheep ranching must be attributed to this care in managing my flock. 

 A similar procedure applies to flocks of sheep taken out on summer range in the hills by 

itinerant herders.  They lead or drive their sheep onto fresh ranch every day.  A pattern of grazing 

is worked out carefully in advance so that the sheep do not feed over the same ground too long or 

too frequently.  Some shepherds set up a base camp and fan out from it in wide circles, like the 

lobes of the clover leaf, covering new pasturage each day, returning to camp at night. 

 Coupled with this entire concept of management, there is of course the owner’s intimate 

knowledge of his pastures.  He has been all over this ground again and again.  He knows its 

every advantage and every drawback.  He knows where his flock will thrive and he is aware of 

where the feed is poor.  So he acts accordingly. 

 A point worthy of mention here is that whenever the shepherd opens a gate into a fresh 

pasture the sheep are filled with excitement.  As they go through the gate even the staid old ewes 

will often kick up their heels and leap with delight at the prospect of finding fresh feed.  How 

they enjoy being led onto new ground. 

 Now as we turn to the human aspect of this theme we will be astonished at some of the 

parallels.  As mentioned earlier, it is no mere whim on God’s part to call us sheep.  Our behavior 

patterns and life habits are so much like that of sheep it is well nigh embarrassing. 

 First of all Scripture points out that most of us are a stiff-necked and stubborn lot.  We 
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prefer to follow our own fancies and turn to our own ways.  ‘All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned everyone to his own way’ (Isaiah 53:6). And this we do deliberately, repeatedly, 

even to our own disadvantage.  There is something almost terrifying about the destructive self-

determination of a human being.  It is inexorably interlocked with personal pride and self-

assertion.  We insist we know what is best for us even though the disastrous results may be self-

evident. 

 Just as sheep will blindly, habitually, stupidly follow one another along the same little 

trails until they become ruts that erode into gigantic gullies, so we humans cling to the same 

habits that we have seen ruin other lives. 

 Turning to ‘my own way’ simply means doing what I want.  It implies that I feel free to 

assert my own wishes and carry out my own ideas.  And this I do in spite of every warning. 

 We read in Proverbs 14:12 and 16:25, ‘There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 

but the end thereof is the way of death.’ 

 In contract to which Christ the Good Shepherd comes gently and says, ‘I am the way, the 

truth and the life:  no man cometh unto the Father, but by me’ (John 14:6).  ‘I am come that they 

might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly’ (John 10:10).  

 The difficult point is that most of us don’t want to come.  We don’t want to follow.  We 

don’t want to be led in the paths of righteousness.  Somehow it goes against our grain.  We 

actually prefer to turn to our way, even though it may take us straight into trouble. 

 The stubborn, self-willed, proud, self-sufficient sheep that persists in pursuing its old 

paths and grazing on its old polluted ground will end up a bag of bones on ruined land.  The 

world we live in is full of such folks.  Broken homes, broken hearts, derelict lives and twisted 

personalities remind us everywhere of men and women who have gone their own way.  We have 

a sick society struggling to survive on beleaguered land.  The greed and selfishness of mankind 

leaves behind a legacy of ruin and remorse. 

 Amid all this chaos and confusion Christ the Good Shepherd comes and says, If an man 

will follow me; let him deny himself daily and take up his cross follow me (Mark 8:34).  But 

most of us, even as Christians, simply don’t want to do this.  We don’t want to deny ourselves, 

give up our right to make our own decisions – we don’t want to follow; we don’t want to be led. 

 Of course, most of us, if confronted with this charge, would deny it.  We would assert 

vehemently that we are ‘led of the Lord’.  We sing songs to this effect and give mental assent to 

the idea.  But as far as actually being led in paths of righteousness is concerned, precious few of 

us follow that path. 

 Actually this is the pivot point on which a Christian either ‘goes on’ with God or at which 

point he ‘goes back’ from following on. 

 There are many wilful, wayward, indifferent, self-interested Christians who cannot really 

be classified as followers of Christ.  There are relatively few diligent disciples who forsake all to 

follow the Master. 

 In brief, seven fresh attitudes have been acquired.  They are the equivalent of progressive 

forward movements onto new ground with God.  If one follows them they will discover fresh 

pasturage; new, abundant life; and increased health, wholesomeness and holiness, in their walk 

with God.  Nothing will please Him more, and most certainly no other activity on our part will or 

can result in as great benefit to other lives around us. 

 

1. Instead of loving myself most I am willing to love Christ best and others more than 

myself. 

2. Instead of being one of the crowd I am willing to be singled out, set apart from the 

gang. 

3. Instead of insisting on my rights I am willing to forgo them in favour of others. 
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4. Instead of being ‘boss’ I am willing to be at the bottom of the heap.  Or to use sheep 

terminology, instead of being ‘Top Ram’ I’m willing to be a ‘tailender’. 

5. Instead of finding fault with life and always asking ‘Why?’ I am willing to accept 

every circumstance of life in an attitude of gratitude. 

6. Instead of exercising and asserting my will, I learn co-operate with His wishes and 

comply with His will. 

7. Instead of choosing my own way I am willing to choose to follow in Christ’s way:  

simply to do what He asks me to do. 

 

 God wants us all to move on with Him.  He wants us to walk with Him.  He wants it not 

only for our welfare but for the benefit of others as well as His own dear reputation. 

 Perhaps there are those who think He expects too much of us.  Maybe they feel the 

demands are too drastic.  Some may even consider His call impossible to carry out. 

 It would be if we had to depend on self-determination, or self-discipline to succeed.  But 

if we are in earnest about wanting to do His will, and to be led, He makes this possible by His 

own gracious Spirit who is given to those who obey (Acts 5:32). For it is He who works in us 

both to will and to do His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13). 

 

The Shepherd Trilogy – Phillip Keller 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS BOREDOM 
  

 That there is something gravely wrong with evangelical Christianity today is not likely to 

be denied by any serious minded person acquainted with the facts.  Just what is wrong is not so 

easy to determine. 

 In examining the situation myself I find nature and reason in conflict within me, for I 

tend by temperament to want to settle everything with a sweep of the pen.  But reason advises 

caution:  nothing is that simple, and we must be careful to distinguish cause from effect.  As 

every doctor knows there is a wide difference between the disease and the symptoms; and every 

Christian knows that there is a big difference between cause and effect in the sphere of religion. 

 At the root of our spiritual trouble lie a number of causes and these causes have effects, 

but which is cause and which effect is not always known.  I suspect that many things, currently 

under attack by our evangelists and pastors (and editors, for that matter) are not the causes that 

lie deeper.  We treat the symptoms and wonder why the patient does not get well.  Or, to change 

the figure, we lay down a heavy fire against nothing more substantial than the cloud of dust 

raised by marching enemy troops long gone by. 

 One mark of the low state of affairs among us is religious boredom.  Whether this is a 

thing in itself or merely a symptom of the thing, I do not know for sure, though I suspect that it is 

the latter.  And that it is found to some degree almost everywhere among Christians is too 

evident to be denied.  

 Boredom is, of course, a state of mind resulting to maintain an interest in something that 

holds no trace of interest for us (the boss’s jokes, say, or that lecture on the care and nurture of 

dahlias to which we went because we could not resist the enthusiastic urging of a friend).   No 

one is bored by what he can in good conscience walk away from.  Boredom comes when a man 

must try to hear with relish what for want of relish he hardly hears at all. 

 By this definition there is certainly much boredom in religion these days.  The 



Listening                                         Trusting                                    Rejoicing 
 

businessman on a Sunday morning whose mind is on golf can scarely disguise his lack of interest  

in the sermon he is compelled to hear.  The housewife who is unacquainted with the learned 

theological or philosophical jargon of the speaker; the young couple who feel a tingle of love for 

each other but who neither love nor know the One about whom the choir is singing – these can 

not escape the low-grade mental pain we all boredom while they struggle to keep their attention 

focused upon the service.  All these are too courteous to admit to others that they are bored and 

possibly too timid to admit it even to themselves, but I believe that a bit of candid confession 

would do us all good. 

 When Moses tarried on the mount, Israel become bored with the faith that sees the 

invisible and clamoured for a god they could see and touch.  And they displayed a great deal 

more enthusiasm for the golden calf than they did over the Lord God of Abraham.  Later they 

tired of manna and complained against the monotony of their diet.  On their petulant insistence 

they finally got flesh to eat, and that to their own undoing. 

 Those Christians who belong to the evangelical wing of the church (which I firmly 

believe is the only one that even approximated New Testament Christianity) I have over the last 

half-century shown an increasing impatience with things invisible and eternal and have 

demanded and got a host of things visible and temporal to satisfy their fleshly appetites.  Without 

Biblical authority, or any other right under the sun, carnal religious leaders have introduced a 

host of attractions that serve no purpose except to provide entertainment for the retarded saints. 

 It is now common practice in most evangelical churches to offer the people, especially 

the young people, a maximum of entertainment and a minimum of serious instruction.  It is 

scarcely possible in most places to get anyone to attend a meeting where the only attraction is 

God.  One can only conclude that God’s professed children are bored with Him, for they must be 

wooed to meeting with a stick of candy in the form of religious movies, games and refreshments. 

 This has influenced the whole pattern of church life, and even brought into being a new 

type of church architecture, designed to house the golden calf. 

 So we have the strange anomaly of orthodoxy in creed and heterodoxy in practice.  The 

striped-candy techique has been so fully integrated into our present religious thinking that it is 

simply taken for granted.  Its victims never dream that it is not a part of the teachings of Christ 

and His apostles. 

 Any objection to the carryings on of our present golden-calf Christianity is met with the 

triumphant reply, “But we are winning them!”  And winning them to what?  To true 

discipleship?  To cross-carrying?  To self-denial?  To separation from the world?  To crucifixion 

of the flesh?  To holy living?  To nobility of character?  To a despising of the world’s treasures?  

To hard self-discipline?  To love for God?  To total committal to Christ?  Of course the answer 

to all these questions is no. 

 We are paying a frightful price for our religious boredom.  And that at the moment of the 

world’s mortal peril. 

Man – The Dwelling Place of God  - A.W. Tozer 

  

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
 

GENERAL FUND 

GIVEN IN MEMORY OF ELIZABETH OSBOURN BY HER SON WILLIAM E. OSBOURN, III. 
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"JUSTICE IN THE CHURCH" 

September 10, 2019 

Ezekiel 34:15-17a, 18-20, 23 - "I Myself will be the shepherd of My sheep, and I Myself 

will make them lie down," declares the Lord GOD. "I will seek the lost, and I will bring 

back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat 

and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. As for you, My flock ... Is it not 

enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the 

rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water 

with your feet? And must My sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink 

what you have muddied with your feet?" Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: 

"Behold, I, I Myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. ... And I will set 

up over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them 

and be their shepherd." 

 

There is a special pain that comes from being hurt by people within God's church. We 

expect pain and conflict in the world around us, but we hope for better things from fellow 

Christian believers. And so it hurts. It hurts when someone gossips about us, when 

someone spreads malicious lies, when we are ignored or left out or treated as anything less 

than a full brother or sister in Christ. It hurts so much that some people even leave because 

of the pain—leave that congregation, or (God forbid!) leave the Christian faith altogether.  

 

God is not asleep. He is fully aware of our pain when these evil things happen. And He 

will put an end to it, as He has promised: "I will feed them in justice. As for you, My 

flock," thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep 

... Must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have 

muddied with your feet?" God will not put up with this behavior in His church forever. 

Judgment is coming. 

 

But more than that, comfort is coming. For God has also promised us that Jesus will be 

our Shepherd. He will watch over us, provide for us, and keep an eye on what is going  on 

in the flock. He will not allow injustice to stand forever. How could He? He is the One 

who destroyed the power of evil on the cross, even as it cost Him His own life. He won 

that victory when He rose from the dead. And He will certainly cleanse His church both 

now and on that final day when He returns to bring us all into the new heavens and new 

earth. 

  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/nyqiqx/nerl9ab/fs8dbsx
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MOVIE NIGHT IN THE PAVILION 

 

Friday, 8 November at 6:30 PM 

 

Featuring:   

“Toy Story 4” 

 
Bring a comfy lawn chair, blanket, or sleeping bag.  

Please dress warm for an evening of being outside. 

Come and enjoy an evening in our new pavilion! 

Please feel free to bring your own snacks.  We’ll be 

popping fresh popcorn from our new popcorn 

machine and will also have hot chocolate and coffee.  
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ADVENT’S CHRISTMAS MART IS FAST APPROACHING! 

 

 

. . . and we need YOUR help!  Can you help Advent make this a 

GREAT event? 

 

NEEDED ARE THE FOLLOWING: 

 Items for the re-gifting table (new and gently used ONLY) 

 Handmade crafts 

 Items for the bake table (cakes, pies, cupcakes, candies, etc.) 

 Silent auction items (see or call Verna at 410-836-9391)  

 Books 

 In setting up tables and chairs on Wednesday night (before the 

event). 

 Setting up re-gifting items on Thursday morning – 9 AM 

 Tearing down on Saturday afternoon – after the event 

 

 

For more information, please call Jane Miller at 410-688-5358. 
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CHRISTMAS MART 
ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2230 Rock Spring Road, Forest Hill, Maryland  21050 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 
22 November – 12 Noon to 7 PM 

Saturday 
23 November – 9 AM to 2 PM 

HANDMADE ITEMS BY THE  

ADVENT CRAFTERS 

GIFT IDEAS IN THE LARGE 

REGIFTING AREA 

BAKE TABLE 

WITH CAKES, 

PIES, COOKIES, 

AND CANDY 

FOOD AT THE LUNCH CAFE 

FRESH CHRISTMAS BOUGHS 
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 . . . here’s the scoop! 

https://www.pinclipart.com/maxpin/iTTRhim/
https://www.dreamstime.com/magic-show-word-text-logo-icon-design-concept-idea-magic-show-word-text-white-background-magic-wand-image100646119
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http://clipartmag.com/little-lamb-clipart
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Fill the cup of your heart brimming full with gratitude, humbly ask for forgiveness and the chance to 

start fresh. The purpose of our life is to bring love and joy to others, 

God has trusted you with another chapter to fulfill this test. 

Happy blessed birthday to you! 

Happiness and pain and sorrow 

Were our portions through the years 

That we two have lived together; 

But love helped to dry all tears. 

And my heart gives me this message, 

Knowing all that I know now, 

If the clock could be turned backward, 

I’d still take that holy vow! 

Gertrude Buckingham 
 

Neal and Carolynn Bredehoeft    5 November 

John and Laura Sipe    18 November 

 

 

“God will either give you what you ask for, or something far better.“ 
Robert Murray McCheyne 

November 

Carol Kidd     9 November 

Bob Wilke   10 November 

Rita Carder   11 November 

Reannah Rymarz  13 November 

Arlene Wilke   18 November 

Shane Lester   23 November 

 

 

 

 

 Happy Belated Birthday to Martha Cooper!    21 October  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiNruL0vKPlAhU3JjQIHfMkCG4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.amazon.com/Coconut-Surprise-Birthday-Greeting-Envelope/dp/B07LB9GS6H&psig=AOvVaw04ltC4HgpEX7Lac0C6FETD&ust=1571407656962493
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL, BEREAVED, OR IN OTHER NEED OF PRAYERS: 

Helen Bargiel (I. Matusz' aunt), Carla Brandenburg, Ed Card, Rita Carder, Diane Ciccotelli (fr. Belsinger),  

Ken Davenport (br. S. Backof), Rev. and Mrs. Richard Gudgel (Pastor's grandparents),   

Mary Ingley (fr. Randall), Lissa Marino, Robert Mazer, Joe Mceever (fr. Rymarz),   

Dot Polley (fr. Saunders), Emily Ransil (fr. Cards), John Rokos, Heather Saunders and baby,  

Jeffrey Saunders, Sherrie Saunders, Tom Tittel, Aaron Weimer,  Rosina Wenrich (sister Marino) 
 

 

PRAY FOR ALL THE MISSIONARIES IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN ALL THE WORLD 

 

 

REMEMBER ALL THE MILITARY AND CIVIL SERVICE IN OUR COUNTRY AND IN THE COALITION 

 WHO REMAIN OVERSEAS OR SERVE AWAY FROM HOME: 

 
Chaplain Mike Hendrick 
Pvt. Darrin M. Dingey 

Pvt. Kenneth Doster 

PFC Michael Cyr 

SPC George Wheeling 

Tech IV Craig Nesbitt 

Cpl. Brian Justice 

Sgt. Alex Dilks 

SSgt. April Lynn Brown 

Ssgt. Chris Nichols 

SSgt. Joseph Nichols 

SSgt. Kyle Silvernale 

Lt. J. G. Alex Palomino 

Capt. Matt Quinn 

 

 

 

“Did you know that while you were sleeping last night, 

Jesus was praying for you?  He lives to make 

intercession.  So when you and I get done with 

ourselves, and we focus our prayers on other people, we 

are doing exactly what Jesus is doing:  making 

intercession.” 
“Storm” – Jim Cymbala      

When you fall on your knees and ask God for help, don’t forget to fall back to your knees and 

say “Thank You” when he answers. 
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BE BRAVE! 

 
God gives His hardest 

battles to His bravest 

Soldiers. 

Rita Carder 

1631Millersville Road 

Millersville, Maryland  21108 

 

Jim Griffiths 

Greenfield Senior Living at Bel Air 

1415 St. Francis Road 

Bel Air, MD.  21014 

 

Jim and Anne Mazer 

Apt. 2013 

3001 St. Clair Drive 

Abingdon, MD.  21009 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sherrie Saunders 

212 Bynum Ridge Road 

Forest Hill, MD.  21050 

410-838-9660 

 

Ruth Ulrich 

#411 

Forest Hill Heights 

1 Colgate Drive 

Forest Hill, MD.  21050 

 

Diane Wagner 

500 Plumtree 

Bel Air, MD.  21015 

 

 
 

“Everyone you meet is a part of your journey, but not all of them are meant to stay in your life. 
Some people are just passing through to bring you gifts; either they're blessings or lessons.”  

― Roy T. Bennett, The Light in the Heart 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/49604402
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SOMETHING TO TICKLE YOUR 

FUNNY BONE 

 

   THE ATHEIST AND THE BEAR 

An atheist was taking a walk through the 

woods. 'What majestic trees! What powerful 

rivers! What beautiful animals!', he said to 

himself.  

As he continued walking alongside the river he heard a rustling in the bushes. Turning to 

look, he saw a 7 foot grizzly charging towards him.  

He ran as fast as he could up the path. Looking over his shoulder he saw that the bear was 

closing in on him. His heart was pumping frantically and he tried to run even faster.  

He tripped and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up 

but saw the bear raising his paw to take a swipe at him. 

At that instant the atheist cried out: 'Oh my God!...'  

Time stopped. 

The bear froze. 

The forest was silent. 

It was then that a bright light shone upon the man and a voice came out of the sky saying: 

'You deny my existence for all of these years, teach others I don't exist and even credit 

creation to a cosmic accident.  Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am I to 

count you as a believer?'  

The atheist looked directly into the light. 

'It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you to treat me as a Christian now, but 

perhaps, could you make the BEAR a Christian?'  

'Very well, 'said the voice. The light went out, and the sounds of the forest resumed. 

And then the bear lowered his paw, bowed his head and spoke: 'Lord, bless this food which I 

am about to receive and for which I am truly thankful, Amen. 


