Advent Lutheran Church

Good Friday, A.D. 2020

“In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

-Saint John the Evangelist

“For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”

-Saint Paul the Apostle



As People of Advent, we begin this evening by joining in this ancient hymn of hope in the even more ancient promise of God with us.

The burning flame represents Jesus, the light of the world.

Hymn “0O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (LSB 357)
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5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Tune and text: Public domain

Prologue
(P] Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel (which means, God with us).
(P) That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons,
and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick.

Matthew 1:23

Matthew 8:16-17



This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:
“He took our illnesses and bore our diseases.”
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Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are John 20:30-31
not written in this book; but these are written so you may believe that

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
(P] and that by believing
we may have life in his name.
(P] He taught us to pray,
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

(P) O come, o come Immanuel
Come quickly, Lord Jesus, and deliver us from the evil we have brought upon ourselves!

Reading Luke 23:1-25

'"Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. ’And they began to accuse him, saying, “We
found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a
king.” 3And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” “Then Pilate
said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” ’But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the
people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.”

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. ’And when he learned that he belonged to
Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. $When Herod saw Jesus, he
was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign
done by him. ’So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. '°The chief priests and the scribes stood
by, vehemently accusing him. "' And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then,
arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. '2And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other
that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other.

Bpilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, "and said to them, “You brought me this
man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty
of any of your charges against him. BNeither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has
been done by him. '°I will therefore punish and release him.”

"But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— "2 man who had been thrown
into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. *’Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release
Jesus, *'but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I
have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” “But they were urgent,
demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. >*So Pilate decided that their demand
should be granted. **He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they
asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.



Hymn “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” (LSB 439) sts. 1-5
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Text and tune: Public domain

Reading Psalm 119:153-160
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'L ook on my affliction and deliver me,

for I do not forget your law.
Plead my cause and redeem me;
give me life according to your promise!
53Galvation is far from the wicked,

for they do not seek your statutes.
'**Great is your mercy, O LORD;

give me life according to your just decrees.
"""Many are my persecutors and my adversaries,
but I do not swerve from your testimonies.
I look at the faithless with disgust,
because they do not keep your commands.
9Consider how I love your precepts!
Give me life according to your steadfast love.
The sum of your word is truth,
and every one of your just and righteous decrees endures forever.

154

158

160,

Silence for meditation on God’s Word

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.



Homiletical Reflection “Give Me Life According to Your Promise!”

Hymn “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” (LSB 439) sts. 6-10
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Text and tune: Public domain
Reading Psalm 119:161-168

SIN AND SHIN

161y .
Princes persecute me without cause,

but my heart stands in awe of your words.
2] rejoice at your word
like one who finds great spoil.
1] hate and abhor falsehood,
but I love your law.
1%Seven times a day I praise you
for your just and righteous decrees.
1% Great peace have those who love your law;
nothing can make them stumble.
I hope for your salvation, O LORD,
and I do your commandments.
My soul keeps your testimonies;
I love them exceedingly.
I keep your precepts and testimonies,
for all my ways are before you.
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Silence for meditation on God’s Word

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
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But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Homiletical Reflection “l Love Your Law”

Hymn “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” (LSB 439) sts. 11-15
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Text and tune: Public domain

Reading Psalm 119:169-176
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19 et my cry come before you, O LORD;

give me understanding according to your word!

'"Let my plea come before you;

deliver me according to your word.

My lips will pour forth praise,

for you teach me your statutes.

"My tongue will sing of your word,

for all your commandments are right.

Let your hand be ready to help me,

for I have chosen your precepts.

74 long for your salvation, O LORD,

and your law is my delight.

Let my soul live and praise you,

and let your just decrees help me.

%I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant,
for I do not forget your commandments.
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Silence for meditation on God’s Word



But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Homiletical Reflection “Like a Lost Sheep”

Hymn “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” (LSB 451)

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
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Tune and text: Public domain

and Son

jus - tice gave.
of God.

con -found - ed Who on Him their hope have built.



Reading Luke 23:26-46

*And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid on him
the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. “"And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who were
mourning and lamenting for him. *But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children. ®For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the
barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!” **Then they will begin to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us,” and to the hills, ‘Cover us.” *'For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will
ha 2pen when it is dry?”

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. **And when they came to the place
that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. **And Jesus
said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. > And the
people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the
Christ of God, his Chosen One!” **The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine *’and saying,
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” *There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the
Jews.”

**One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” “But
the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? “And
we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” *And he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” **And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you
will be with me in Paradise.”

*1It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, “while the sun’s
light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. “Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father,
into your hands [ commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.

The flame is extinguished as we remember the crucifixion of Jesus, the eternal Word made flesh. After a pause for meditation on this
impossible death, a loud sound is made, recalling the sound of a heavy stone rolling into place to close Him in His tomb.
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